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Websites for Health in Europe 

 

EU and Health Websites 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/index_en.htm    

EU Public Health site home page (professional). 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/index_en.htm  

The Health and Consumers Directorate-General is pleased to present the Health-EU Portal (the official 

public health portal of the European Union) and the wide range of information and data on health-

related issues and activities at both European and international level (consumer).  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/index_en.htm    

(DGSANCO) Our job is to ensure that food and consumer goods sold in the EU are safe, that the EU's 

internal market works for the benefit of consumers and that Europe helps protect and improve its 

citizens' health. In order to succeed in our mission we work with other EU Institutions, national 

governments and agencies, consumer organisations, health interest groups, business groups, scientists, 

researchers and experts.  

 

Our vision is 'Europe working for healthier, safer, more confident citizens.' We all expect to live safe, 

healthy and full lives. We expect our health and our rights to be protected throughout the EU to the 

same high standards. Our goal is to meet these expectations. We do not pretend that a zero-risk society 

is possible but we strive to earn your confidence by being open and professional in managing the risks.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/interest_groups/eu_health_forum/policy_forum/index_en.htm  

The aim of the Health Policy Forum is to bring together umbrella organisations representing 

stakeholders in the health sector to ensure that the EU`s health strategy is open, transparent and 

responds to the public concerns. The intention is to provide an opportunity to organise consultations, to 

exchange views and experience on a wide range of topics, and to assist in implementation and follow-up 

 of specific initiatives. 

 

European Health Organisations 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/home  

WHO is the authority responsible for public health within the United Nations system. The WHO 

Regional Office for Europe (WHO/Europe) is one of WHO’s six regional offices around the world. 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/about_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/about_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health-eu/about_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/health/interest_groups/eu_health_forum/policy_forum/index_en.htm
http://www.euro.who.int/en/home
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WHO/Europe is made up of public health, scientific and technical experts, and serves the WHO 

European Region, which comprises 53 countries, covering a vast geographical region from the Atlantic 

to the Pacific oceans. WHO/Europe collaborates with a range of public health stakeholders in the 

Region and globally, to ensure that coordinated action is taken to develop and implement efficient 

health policies and to strengthen health systems.  

 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/who-we-are/networks/regions-for-health-network-rhn  

The Regions for Health Network (RHN) was established to strengthen the focus on health development 

in regions in view of their increasing role in Europe. RHN promotes health equity, wide participation in 

decision-making, and a balance between health promotion, environment, and health care. RHN also 

works towards strengthening evidence-base at the regional level and showing how regions are 

important actors in improving the health of the population. 

 

Progress is achieved by emphasizing: Dynamic alliances - members work together at the regional / sub-

national and local level throughout Europe, knowledge transfer - a forum for discussion and sharing of 

ideas and experiences and inter-sectoral action - members are urged to involve other sectors in 

promoting health.  

http://www.healthclusternet.eu   

Health ClusterNET (HCN) is a non-profit European interregional organisation owned by its member 

regions. The aim of HCN is to inform the contribution of health sector investment (from national and EU 

funds) in achieving sustainable regional development and ensuring quality of life by sharing practical 

“how-to” knowledge and innovative solutions between members and stakeholders, in ways that show 

health as an investment and not as a cost. 

 

For HCN, the challenge of health sector investment goes beyond the ability to manage assets to achieve 

cost savings while providing high quality services. It is to answer the question of how health sector 

investment can contribute to sustainable economic growth and social cohesion within regions. 

 

http://www.eurohealthnet.eu     

EuroHealthNet is a not-for-profit network of regional and national agencies responsible and 

accountable for health promotion, public health and disease prevention in Europe. The aim is to 

improve the health of European citizens, by striving for a healthier Europe, with greater health equity 

between and within countries. We do that by supporting projects and policy development together with 

our members and the EU institutions; by exchanging information and by communication in and beyond 

our network.  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/who-we-are/networks/regions-for-health-network-rhn
http://www.healthclusternet.eu/
http://www.eurohealthnet.eu/
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http://www.eupha.org  

The European Public Health Association, (EUPHA) is an umbrella organisation for public health 

associations in Europe. It is an international, multidisciplinary, scientific organisation, bringing together 

around 12000 public health experts for professional exchange and collaboration throughout Europe.  

 

We encourage a multidisciplinary approach to public health. Sustainable advancements in public health 

can only be achieved through collaboration. EUPHA is dedicated to working in partnership with 

European and international intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations as well as national 

institutes and organisations endorsing EUPHA's values and commitment to improve public health in 

Europe. 

 

Our vision is of improved health and reduced health inequalities for all Europeans. We seek to support 

our members to increase the impact of public health in Europe, adding value to the efforts of regions 

and states, national and international organisations, and individual public health experts. 

 

Our mission is to build capacity and knowledge in the field of public health, and to support practice and 

policy decisions through scientific evidence and producing and sharing knowledge with our members 

and partners in Europe.  

 

http://www.epha.org  

The European public health network (EPHA) is an international non-profit association registered in 

Belgium. Our membership is composed of not-for-profit organisations working on all aspects of public 

health. EPHA’s mission is to promote and protect the health of all people living in Europe and to 

advocate for greater participation of citizens in health-related policy making at the European level. 

 

http://www.aspher.org  

The Association of Schools of Public Health in the European Region (ASPHER) is the key independent 

European organisation dedicated to strengthening the role of public health by improving education and 

training of public health professionals for both practice and research. Founded in 1966, ASPHER has 

over 80 institutional members located throughout the Member States of the European Union (EU), 

Council of Europe (CE) and European Region of the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

 

http://www.euregio3.eu   

EUREGIO III (EIII) supports the innovative approach of using Structural Funds for health. The general 

objective of the project is to extend the results of EUREGIO to identify & share best actions for the 

effective use of structural funds for health & help reduce health inequalities among EU regions. It is a 

http://www.eupha.org/
http://www.epha.org/
http://www.epha.org/r/14
http://www.aspher.org/
http://www.euregio3.eu/
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key resource to help Member States, regional & local authorities and actors to develop, apply & 

implement Structural Funds (SF) projects for health gain. 

 

EIII builds access to the practical know-how knowledge that regions have identified as a priority 

development for the 2007-2013 period. To guarantee the impact of EIII in the longer term, it will inform 

the shaping of a cooperation mechanism to support regions in maximising health gains from 

mainstream SF programmes.  

 

http://inthealth.eu/research/euregio-ii  

The project "Solutions for improving health care cooperation in border regions" (EUREGIO II) aims to 

support health and health service related cross-border activities in border regions. It is a successor of 

the project "Evaluation of cross border activities in the European Union" (EUREGIO, 2004-2007) and 

complementary to the project "Health investments in Structural Funds 2000-2006: learning lessons to 

inform regions in the 2007-2013 period" (EUREGIO III). All projects have received funding under the 

Public Health Programme of the European Union. 

 

http://www.northwesthealth.eu/cms/default.asp?active_page_id=1   

The North West Health Brussels Office (NWHBO) is an initiative by the North West Regional European 

Health Group, opened in Brussels on 1 May 2004. The purpose of the office is to increase the capacity of 

the regional health economy to lever health, economic, social and environmental benefits from 

European agencies and institutions. The NWHBO is accountable to a Steering Group consisting of local 

and regional health sector stakeholders from the North West of England. 

  

http://www.euregha.net   

The European Regional and Local Health Authorities Network (EUREGHA) represents the interest of 

regional and local authorities focused on public health. EUREGHA is an open network and the 

membership is free of charge. To date, EUREGHA accounts more than 100 local and regional authorities 

across 18 countries. 

 

The EUREGHA Network was created to meet the needs of the European Commission regarding patient 

mobility and open coordination on health quality care in 2004. It represents a platform of dialogue 

between regional and local authorities/organisations and the European Commission on health care 

issues.  

 

 

 

http://inthealth.eu/research/euregio-ii
http://www.euregio.nrw.de/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.northwesthealth.eu/cms/default.asp?active_page_id=1
http://www.euregha.net/
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http://www.eipa.eu  

European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA) is the leading centre of European learning and 

development for the public sector. EIPA is the place where people who deal with European affairs can 

learn in a multi-cultural environment benefiting from our unique combination of practical know-how 

and scientific excellence. We help you to meet the challenges of Europe and the complexities of modern 

public management. 

 

Focus Areas - European Decision Making, European Policies, European Public Management, European 

Union Law, Regional Affairs and Public Financial Management. 

 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/health  

EurActiv.com is the independent media portal fully dedicated to EU affairs. EurActiv has an original 

business model, based on five elements; corporate sponsoring, EurActor membership, advertising, EU 

projects, and content syndication. It is well funded and the content usage is free. 

 

 The EurActiv web portal is firmly established as the favourite online platform for Brussels and national 

professionals in EU policies. It brings together journalistic independence with transparency and 

practical efficiency, complementing the existing EU media and institutional websites. 

 

 EurActiv enjoys extensive political, NGO and press support. It is at the heart of the 'Community of EU 

Actors'. This 'Community' includes several thousand European organisations and companies, many of 

which are currently using EurActiv's services. 

 

http://www.welcomeurope.com    

The Welcomeurope website offers consultancy, support, advice, resources and training for successful 

application of EU funding. This includes access, application, monitoring, management and project 

development of EU funded projects. In addition, the site provides funding alerts, newsletter, funding 

publications etc 

 

Research 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/home/projects/observatory  

 The European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies supports and promotes evidence-based 

health policy-making through comprehensive and rigorous analysis of the dynamics of health care 

systems in Europe. 

 

http://www.eipa.eu/
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=105
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=107
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=106
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=93
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=93
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=91
http://www.eipa.eu/en/gototopic/&unit=146
http://www.euractiv.com/en/health
http://www.welcomeurope.com/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/home/projects/observatory
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The Observatory is a partnership between the World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe, 

the Governments of Belgium, Finland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Norway, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, and 

the Veneto Region of Italy, The European Commission, the European Investment Bank, the World Bank, 

UNCAM (French National Union of Health Insurance Funds), the London School of Economics and 

Political Science (LSE), and the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM). 

 

http://www.steps-ph.eu    

Strengthening  Engagement  in Public Health Research  (STEPS) is bringing together civil society organisations, 

researchers and national ministries to debate and development a European strategy for public health 

research. It is a collaborative study undertaken with financial support from the European Commission 

Science in Society programme.  

 

http://survey.erasmusmc.nl/eurothine  

The over-all aim of this project is to facilitate such mutual learning by collecting and analysing 

information from different European countries that will help policy-makers at the European and 

national level to develop rational strategies for tackling socioeconomic inequalities in health. The 

specific objectives are: 

 To develop and collect health inequalities indicators, and to provide bench-marking data on 

inequalities in health and health determinants to participating countries; 

 To assess evidence on the effectiveness of policies and interventions to tackle the determinants 

of health inequalities, and to make recommendations on strategies for reducing health 

inequalities in participating countries 

 To disseminate the results, and to develop a proposal for a permanent European clearing house 

on tackling health inequalities. 

 

http://www.equator-network.org   

Equator-network is resource centre for good reporting of health research studies.  Too often, good 

research evidence is undermined by poor quality reporting. The EQUATOR Network is an international 

initiative that seeks to improve reliability and value of medical research literature by promoting 

transparent and accurate reporting of research studies. 

 

http://www.publichealth.ie/hia   

The Institute of Public Health in Ireland (IPH) promotes cooperation for public health on the island of 

Ireland. We have three key areas of work: 

 Strengthening public health intelligence. 

 Building public health capacity. 

http://www.steps-ph.eu/
http://www.steps-ph.eu/2009/07/another-news-item/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/index.cfm?fuseaction=public.topic&id=781&CFID=4509306&CFTOKEN=bdbd1215b1767e57-E99DAB56-ED85-8475-4B91BC4320D2010F&jsessionid=b101fb6293cab3fe02f7463f67579102f4a4TR
http://survey.erasmusmc.nl/eurothine
http://www.equator-network.org/
http://www.publichealth.ie/hia
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 Policy and programme development, and evaluation. 

 

IPH has developed extensive resources in Health Impact Assessment (HIA).  This website provides an 

overview of the methodology and resources to assist practitioners embarking on the HIA process. 

 

Health statistics Data-bases 

http://data.euro.who.int/hfadb        

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/health/public_health/data_public_health  

http://www.euphix.org/object_document/o5609n29797.html   

http://www.civitas.org.uk/eufacts/statistics.html 

 

Health Inequalities 

http://www.health-inequalities.eu     

EU Consortium for Action on the Socio-economic Determinants of Health (DETERMINE), aimed to take 

forward the work of the WHO Commission on the Socio-economic Determinants of Health (CSDH) in an 

EU context. It brought together over 50 health bodies, public health and health promotion institutes, 

governments and various other organisations from 26 European countries.  

 

DETERMINE developed out of an earlier EU co-funded project ‘’Closing the Gap -Strategies for Action to 

Tackle Health Inequalities” (2004 - 2007). A clear conclusion from this project was that real change 

with respect to health inequalities cannot be achieved without addressing the social determinants 

leading to health inequalities - to tackle the health gradient. At the same time, it is important to improve 

the health of very vulnerable groups at a faster rate than that of the rest of the population. DETERMINE 

therefore also explores the issue of innovative approaches, private-public partnerships and social 

marketing.  Project co-ordinator  - EuroHealthNet  

 

http://www.equitychannel.net  

The Equity Channel websites purpose is to help you connect with us and other interested people across 

the globe who want to see action on the social determinants of health. We are an international 

collaboration of organisations committed to work to do something about that. Our question for you is: 

why treat people without changing the things which makes them sick? 

 

Our aim is to help bring about the changes that will mean greater health equity for all – fair health. We 

aim to stimulate and support changes in policies at international, national and local levels, plus bring 

together involvement from people from all backgrounds and communities. We can always learn more, 

but know enough to act already. 

http://data.euro.who.int/hfadb
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page/portal/health/public_health/data_public_health
http://www.euphix.org/object_document/o5609n29797.html
http://www.civitas.org.uk/eufacts/statistics.html
http://www.health-inequalities.eu/
http://www.health-inequalities.eu/?uid=793c127ddca09fc317e16564a970fed4&id=Seite2113
http://www.health-inequalities.eu/?uid=793c127ddca09fc317e16564a970fed4&id=Seite2113
http://www.equitychannel.net/
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http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk  

The Equality Trust was founded in 2009 after Richard and Kate secured a publishing deal for The Spirit 

Level: Why more equal societies almost always do better and Bill recognised the potential for a campaign 

based on their evidence. In 2008 the Trust was awarded two-year funding by the Joseph Rowntree 

Charitable Trust and The Equality Trust's launch coincided with publication of The Spirit Level on 5th 

March 2009.  

 

In November 2009, a new short-term campaign called One Society was set up in association with The 

Equality Trust, to highlight the negative effects of income inequality, showcase research and policy 

solutions, and bring together people and organisations in support of a more equal society in the run up 

to the 2010 General Election. 

 

The Equality Trust aims to reduce income inequality through a programme of public and political 

education designed to achieve: 

 a widespread understanding of the harm caused by income inequality 

 public support for policy measures to reduce income inequality 

 the political commitment to implementing such policy measures 

We are non-partisan and call on all political parties to prioritise this issue. 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm  

Europe 2020 is the EU's growth strategy for the coming decade. In a changing world, we want the EU to 

become a smart, sustainable and inclusive economy. These three mutually reinforcing priorities should 

help the EU and the Member States deliver high levels of employment, productivity and social cohesion. 

 

Concretely, the Union has set five ambitious objectives - on employment, innovation, education, social 

inclusion and climate/energy - to be reached by 2020. Each Member State will adopt its own national 

targets in each of these areas. Concrete actions at EU and national levels will underpin the strategy.  

 

 

 

Last updated January 2011- Document researched and compiled by Sue Woolf for Euregio III  

http://www.euregio3.eu 

 

http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/resource/the-spirit-level
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/resource/the-spirit-level
http://www.jrct.org.uk/
http://www.jrct.org.uk/
http://www.onesociety.org.uk/
http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/index_en.htm
http://www.euregio3.eu/

